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AMENDMENTS TO CLAIMS 

The following listing of claims replaces all previous versions and listings of claims in the 
Application: 

1 . (Currently Amended) An Internet implemented A -method for providing 
information ee -about a plurality of users to a plurality of requestors ov e r th e Internet , the method 
comprising: 

storing information eae -about t he plurality of users in a database located on a cookie 
management system and associating the-information about the plurality of users with a plurality 
of keys; 

receiving a request at the cookie management system for information en-abouta 
particular user of the plurality of users from a requestor over the Internet; 

receiving a key associated with the request at the cookie management system from the 
requestor over the Internet, wherein the key associated with the request isincluded in a cookie on 
a machine of the particular user; 

using the key associated with the request to retrieve fee-information en -about the 
particular user from the database; and 

forwarding the-information ee -about t he particular user to the requestor over the Internet; 

wherein the requestor determines whether the cookie exists on the useMnachine of the 
particular user, and wherein in response to determining that the cookie does exist on the machine 
of the particular user, the requestor directly obtains information about the particular user, and in 
response to determining that the cookie does not exis t on the machine of the particular user, the 
requesto r indirectly : 

obtains the-information en -about the particular user; 

generates and stores the cookie including the key on the usef-machine of the 

particular user : and 

provides the key and the information en -about t he particular user to the cookie 
management system. 
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2. (Currently Amended) The method as set forth in claim 1 , wherein storing 
information comprises associating a different key for information ea- about each user. 

3 . (Original) The method as set forth in claim 1 , wherein storing information 
comprises storing multiple sets of information for at least some of the users with each set of 
information being associated with a different key. 

4. (Currently Amended) The method as set forth in claim 1, further comprising 
checking that the requestor is authorized to obtain the information ea- about t hafc -the p articular 
user. 

5. (Canceled) 

6. (Original) The method as set forth in claim 1, wherein forwarding comprises 
sending the information in XML format 

7. (Currently Amended) The method as set forth in claim 1, further comprising 
receiving new information eft -about t he user from the requestor and updating the database with 
the new information. 

8. (Original Currently Amended) The method as set forth in claim 1, further 
comprising selecting an available key for a user and supplying the new key to a requestor so that 
the requestor can store the new key as a-the cookie on a user's t he machine of the particular user . 

9. (Currently Amended) An Internet implemented A-method of obtaining 
information en -about a user usere. the method comprising: 

receiving at a requestor website a request over the Internet from a user Vuser machine; 

retrievin g, in a retrieving operation, a cookie including a key from the usages-user 
machine, the -wherein the r etrievin g operation includes including determining by t he requestor 
website deteimin i n g-whether the cookie exists on the ttse^user machine , and wherein in 
response to determining that the cookie does exist on the user machine, the requestor website 
directly obtains information about the user; 
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in response to the requestor website detennininp that the cookie does not exist on the user 
machine, the requestor website indirectly : 

obtaining information about a user at the aser^ user m achine; 

generating and storing the cookie including the key on the useg^s -user m achine; 

and 

providing fee-information about the user and the key to a cookie management 

system; 

obtaining the key included in the cookie; 

sending a query over the Internet from the requestor website to the cookie management 
system for data associated with the key; and 

receiving fee -a set of data associated with the key, wherein fee- the set of data associated 
with the key includes fee-information about the user. 

10. (Currently Amended) The method as set forth in claim 9, wherein receiving the 
set of data comprises receiving the set of data in XML format. 

U. (Canceled) 

12. (Currently Amended) The method as set forth in claim 9, further comprising 
using fee-data en- about the user in responding to the tiseafe-reques t over the Internet from the user 
machine . 

13. (Currently Amended) The method as set forth in claim 9, wherein retrieving the 
cookie e ompri s es includes r etrieving a plurality of cookies from the ttser Vuser m achine. 

1 4. (Currently Amended) The method as set forth in claim 9, further comprising 
receiving a request from a second usef^ user machine, checking for a o o okio cookies on the 
second asef^s -user machine, sending a query for an available key when the second us e r's user 
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machine does not contain any eeete ecookies , and placing the -a second cookie with the available 
key on the second useg ^user machine. 

15. (Currently Amended) The method as set forth in claim 9, further comprising 
obtaining new information en rabout t he user and sending the new information and the key over 
the Internet. 

16. (Currently Amended) A ^An Internet implemented system for storing information 
en -about a plurality of users and for providing tbe-information about the plurality of users t o a 
plurality of requestors, the system c omprising: 

a database for storing information ea -about t he plurality of users and for associating the 
information about the plurality of users with a plurality of keys; 

a cookie management system for receiving a request over the Internet from a requestor 
for a set of information en-abouta particular use r of the plurality of users , the request including a 
key stored as part of a cookie on a machine of the particular use r, wherein the machine of the 
particular user is a computer connected to the Internet; and 

a retrieval unit for receiving the key and for retrieving the information about the 
particular user associated with feat-the key; 

wherein the cookie management system obtains the set of information about the 
particular user from the retrieval unit and forwards the information efi -about t he particular user to 
the requestor, m& 

wherein the requestor determines whether the cookie exists on the user-machine of the 
particular user , and wherein in response to determining that the cookie does exist on the machine 
of the particular user, the requestor directly obtains the set of information about the particular 
user, and in response to determining that the cookie does not exis t on the machine of the 
particular user, the requestor indirectly : 

obtains the set of information ea- about t he particular user; then the requestor 
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generates and stores the cookie including the key on the user-machine of the 
particular user; and 

provides the key and the set of information en rabout t he particular u ser to the 
cookie management system. 

17. (Currently Amended) The system as set forth in claim 16, further comprising a 
key assignor for assignin g in the database, available keys to new users in th e databas e. 

1 8. (Currently Amended) The system as set forth in claim 1 6, further comprising an 
update unit for storing new information ea nabout u sers in the database. 

1 9. (Currently Amended) The system as set forth in claim 1 6, further comprising a 
verifier for verifying that the requestor is authorized to receive the set of information efr -about 
the particular user. 

20. (Currently Amended) The system as set forth in claim 1 6, wherein the cookie 
management system forwards th e set of information enr about the particular user to the requestor 
in XML format. 

21 . (Currently Amended) The method as set forth in claim 1, wherein associating the 
information about the plurality of users w ith a-the plurality of keys includes associating the 
information about the plurality of users with the plurality of keys according to one of different 
categories e^ -and different levels of the-information on -about t he particular user and the method 
further comprises: 

receiving a plurality of user-supplied passwords, each user-supplied password of the 
plurality of user-supplied passwords corresponding to eac h key of the plurality of k eys: and 

using only the-eachuser-supplied password corresponding to each key of the plurality of 
keys jasswords - t o retrieve the information en -about t he particular user from the database, 
wherein &e- each user-supplied passwords p assword correspond corresponds t o an amount arid 
type of fee-information about the particular user that the particular user wants te~the requestor to 
have. 

36968/248469 
00133/AT&T 0020 



6/L 



T866Z.09fr0fr dll NHfiaiOO HOINVO Wd S£ : €0 ZOOZ-TT-deS 



zt-so:(ss-uiiu) Nonvana . 



l869Z09V0t:aiS3 *Zl$ZUZ-3\UQ * SL/£-dUXd3-OXdSn:tJAS * feuiu w6||Aea UJ3JSC3J Wd IS-QZ'Z ZOOS/U/6 IV QAOd « 91/6 30Vd 



U.S. Serial No. 09/746,325 
Page 7 

22. (Currently Amended) The method as set forth in claim 9, further comprising: 

associating information en- about t he user with a plurality of fee-cookies according to one 
of different categories e ? and different levels of data ear about t he user; 

receiving a plurality of user-supplied passwords, wherein each user-password of the 
plurality of user-supplied passwords corresponds corr e sponding t o each cookie of the plurality of 
cookies; and 

receiving th e data i nformation about the user associated with fee ^each user-supplied 
password sp assword, wherein fee -each user-supplied passwords p assword corre s pond 
corresponds t o an amount and type of fee-information that the user wants te-the requestor to 
have. 

23. (Currently Amended) The system as set forth in claim 16, wherein the database 
associates the set of information about the plurality of users with the plurality of keys according 
to one of different categories er-and different levels of the information efr -about the particular 
user; 

wherein the cookie management system further receives a plurality of user-supplied 
passwords, wherein each user-supplied password of the plurality of user-supplied passwords 
corresponds corr e sponding t o each key of the plurality of k eys; and 

wherein the retrieval unit receives only fee-user-supplied passwords which are used by the 
requestor t o retrieve the set of infonnation about the particular user associated with fee -each 
user-supplied passwords password, and wherein fe e -each u ser-supplied password of the plurality 
of user-supplied p asswords oorre s ponded - corresponds t o an amount and type of the set of 
information about the particular user that the particular user wants te~the requestor to have. 

24. (Currently Amended) The method as set forth in claim 1 , wherein the requestor 
provides fee-information eB habout the particular user to the cookie management system after 
writing the cookie on the fcsewnachine of the particular user so that fee-information about the 
particular user is stored in the cookie management system only after the requestor knows that the 
cookie is successfully written to the aseraachin e of the particular user . 
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25. (Currently Amended) The method as set forth in claim 9, wherein providing at 



providing fee-information en -about the «sefsuser to the cookie management system after writing 
the cooki e s cookie eft-to the sser Vuser m achine so that the-information about the user is stored 
in the cookie management system only after the requestor knows that the cookie is successfully 
written to the ttsep Vuser m achine. 

26. (Currently Amended) The system as set forth in claim 1 6, wherein the requestor 
provides fee-information eft -about the particular user to the cookie management system after 
writing the cookie on-tothe user-machine of the particular user s o that fee-information about the 
particular user is stored in the cookie management system only after the requestor knows that the 
cookie is successfully written to the user-machin e of the particular user . 
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